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natural enemy of the Church, was really the founder
of all that made the Church strong, and bequeathed
to the Church its prerogatives and its spirit, and
partly its machinery. We should hardly gather from
this picture that there was, besides, a widespread
Catholic Church, with its numerous centres of life
and thought and teaching, and with very slight
connection, in the early times, with the Church of the
capital. And, in the next place, we should gather
from it that there was little more in the Church than
a powerful and strongly built system of centralised
organisation and control; we should hardly suspect
the existence of the real questions which interested
or disturbed it; we should hardly suspect the existence
of a living and all-engrossing theology, or the growth
and energy in it of moral forces, or that the minds of
Christians about the world were much more busy
with the discipline of life, the teaching and meaning
of the inspired words of Scripture, and the ever-
recurring conflict with perverseness and error, than
with their dependent connection on the Imperial
Primacy of Rome, and the lessons they were to learn
from it.

Disguised as it may be, M. Renan's lectures re-
present not history, but scepticism as to all possibility
of history. Pictures of a Jewish Ghetto, with its
ragged mendicants smelling of garlic, in places where
Christians have been wont to think of the Saints;
ingenious explanations as .to the way in which the
" club " of the Christian Church surrendered its rights